The overall success rate using the more conventional criterion of an lOP less than 21 mmHg of all medications in the survey was 84.2%. This success rate is lower than that found in studies where surgery is performed in patients with virtually no prior medical treatment. These report success rates of >90% at P.T. KHAW, A.P. WELLS 1 year.4,5 However, as the study authors state, this group of patients accounts for less than 5%
of the survey population. Furthermore, the success rate in this national survey is considerably better than a recent multicentre survey across nine countries. This study found that more than 50% of patients were back on medication 1 year after surgery.6 In view of the comprehensiveness of this survey, the figures it provides will serve as a gold standard against which we can measure our personal and unit results, and look to improve in the future.
There are other important facts in this paper that should help us to improve our practice. 
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In conclusion, this landmark survey has provided us with the national standards for trabeculectomy in the United Kingdom. We should all read the figures carefully, examine our own results and use this survey as a catalyst to see whether we can further improve the surgical management of all our patients undergoing glaucoma surgery.
